
Arlington National 
Cemetery Confederate 

Memorial Removal

Virtual Public Scoping 
Meeting

August 23, 2023

Welcome.
The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. EDT

https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal



• Click the "Captions" button (on 
mobile) or "Show Captions" button 
(on computer) on bottom of screen.

• As people speak, words will appear 
at the bottom of your screen.

• Click button again to turn off 
captioning.

Turning on Closed Captioning 
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Virtual Meeting Rules

• Please disable cameras and mute microphones unless permitted to speak.

• Pre-registered speakers will be permitted to provide
comment at the appropriate time.

• Be respectful of people’s opinions and time.

• If you are a member of the media, please provide your name and the name of your 
media organization in the chat.

• Any disruption or disturbance to this meeting may result in removal.

• This public meeting is being recorded (video, audio, and chat).

• For technical issues with Zoom, please type your issue into the chat box. If you 
called directly into the meeting using one of the phone numbers provided, please call 
the number provided on the Zoom registration email confirmation.
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Opportunities for Providing Feedback

• Submit questions by clicking the chat 
button at the bottom of screen.

• Chat box will appear.

• Type into the box at the bottom. 
A meeting host will see your question.

• Chat box is available throughout the meeting.

• If you have issues with the chat box, send an 
email to anc-commemorative-works@army.mil.
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Welcome and Introductions

Meeting Presenters:
• Army National Military Cemeteries (ANMC) Leadership: Director of Engineering, 

Colonel Andrew Wiker
• Moderator: Director of the Office of Army Cemeteries, Ms. Renea Yates
• Compliance Lead: ANMC Cultural Resources Program Manager, Ms. Caitlin Smith

Additional Information:
• Project Website: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-

Removal
• Project Email: anc-commemorative-works@army.mil
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Agenda

• Project Overview

• NEPA Process

• Section 106 Process

• Public Involvement

• Public Scoping Comment Time

• Next Steps
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Questions to Support Scoping

NEPA Questions:
Congress and the Dept. of Defense require the Army to remove the bronze elements of the Confederate Memorial.
1) How should the Army remove the bronze elements of the memorial?
2) What should the Army do with the bronze elements of the memorial?
3) What environmental impacts could result from these actions? 
4) What should be done to reduce environmental impacts from these actions?

For more information on NEPA, please see “A Citizen's Guide to the National Environmental Policy Act; Having Your Voice Heard”: 
https://ceq.doe.gov/get-involved/citizens guide to nepa.html

NHPA Questions:
1) The Confederate Memorial contributes to ANC’s National Register Historic District, and it may be individually eligible for listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places. Do you agree or disagree with this assessment of individual eligibility? Why or why not?
2) Are there other properties in the area of potential effects potentially eligible for the National Register that the Army has not identified?
3) Will removal of the Confederate Memorial cause an adverse effect to ANC’s Historic District or other historic properties?
4) What are ways the Army could avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential adverse effects to ANC’s Historic District or other potentially 

eligible historic properties?

For more information on the Section 106 Process, please see “Protecting Historic Properties: A Citizen's Guide to Section 106 Review”:
https://www.achp.gov/citizens-guide-section-106-review
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Project Description & Location Map 

Arlington National Cemetery

LOCATION MAP 

Pentagon 

Project Area

Arlington House

Millennium 
Expansion

Memorial 
Amphitheater

Mast of the 
Maine
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• Proposed Project: To remove the Confederate 
Memorial in Arlington National Cemetery (ANC).

• The Naming Commission, established by Congress, 
recommended removal of the bronze elements of the 
monument, leaving the granite pedestal in place.

• The Naming Commission’s recommendations 
became law in 2022.

• ANC has been directed by the Department of 
Defense to comply with the law by Jan. 1, 2024.

• The entire process, including disposition, must occur 
according to applicable laws, policies and 
regulations.



Site & Memorial Description

Section 16:
• Contains the graves of 442 Confederate soldiers, which surround 

the memorial. There are no remains under the memorial.
• The remains of those buried near or in the section will be protected 

and will not be relocated.

Memorial Description:  
• 30-foot-tall bronze sculpture atop a 3-foot-tall granite base.
• Larger-than-life female figure represents the South.
• Underneath the figure are 4 urns – each representing one year of 

the Civil War. 
• Under the urns is a frieze decorated with 14 shields, which 

represent the Confederate states plus 3 border states. 
• Below the shields is a bas-relief of 32 figures that depict the 

sculptor’s own interpretation of antebellum southern society as it 
related to the Civil War and enslavement.
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NEPA & NHPA Processes

For more information please visit: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal
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NEPA EIS: Purpose & Need

• Purpose of the Project: To remove a monument that 
commemorates the Confederate States of America from 
Arlington National Cemetery.

• Need for the Proposed Action: To comply with non-
discretionary congressional direction in the National 
Defense Authorization Act, which requires the 
Department of Defense to “remove all 
monuments…that honor or commemorate the 
Confederate States of America.”
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The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires all federal agencies 
to evaluate potential environmental impacts of proposed major actions 
and to inform and involve the public in the decision-making process.

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being prepared under NEPA 
for the removal of the bronze elements of the memorial.

The EIS will consider the impacts of three stages of the proposed 
action: the decision to remove the bronze elements, the disassembly of 
the bronze elements from the stone base, and the storage and 
potential future relocation and reassembly of the bronze elements.

NEPA EIS: Process Overview
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 EIS: Resource Analysis

For more information, visit: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal
The public is invited to comment on what environmental impacts could result from these actions, and what should be done to reduce the impacts.

*Not every area pertains to every EIS

The EIS informs decision makers and the public 
of likely environmental consequences. It 
explores a project’s potential environmental 
impacts on a variety of resources such as*:

• Impacts to threatened or endangered species
• Air and water quality impacts
• Impacts to historical and cultural sites
• Social and economic impacts to local 

communities (changes to businesses, 
employment, property values)

• Aesthetics, visual, noise, and vibrations
• Health effects
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EIS: Potential Alternatives

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process, 
several potential alternatives will be considered:

• Removal of the bronze elements of the memorial, with 
assessment of:

o Different disassembly alternatives

o Different storage and possible reassembly alternatives
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EIS Process: Key Milestones

• Notice of Intent: Published in Federal Register on Aug. 4, 2023
• Public scoping until Sept. 2, 2023
• EIS draft document estimated to be released in Fall 2023
• Final EIS and Record of Decision anticipated by the end of 2023

For more information, please visit: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal

The public is invited to comment on what environmental impacts could result from these actions,
and what should be done to reduce the impacts.
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NHPA Section 106 Process

INITIATE THE SECTION 
106 PROCESS

IDENTIFY HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES

ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS RESOLUTION OF ADVERSE 
EFFECTS

APPROVAL OF 
MEMORANDUM OF 

AGREEMENT
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START OF 
PROCESS END

Public Input Is Welcome Throughout the NHPA Section 106 Process

For more information or to provide a written comment: 
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal



Initiation of  the Section 106 Process

• The Section 106 process was initiated by ANMC.

• ANMC identified the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (DHR) as 
the appropriate State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to be involved.

• ANMC engaged the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) for 
assistance with the Section 106 process.

• ANMC issued an invitation to consulting parties and the public via social 
media, the ANC website, and local news outlets.

• On Aug. 4, ANMC mailed letters to those potential consulting parties 
asking for their participation in the Section 106 process.

• Interested parties can request to be a consulting party at any point during 
the Section 106 process.
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For more information or to provide a written comment:
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal



Area of Potential Effects (APE):

Where an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause effects.

Examples of direct effects to historic properties:
• Physical destruction of a property
• Alteration of a property
• Removal of the property from its historic location

Examples of indirect effects:
• Visual, atmospheric, or audible elements that diminish the

integrity of the property's significant historic features

National Register Listed Historic Properties
within / adjacent to the APE:
• Arlington National Cemetery Historic District
• Arlington House Historic District
• Fort Myer Historic District (JBM-HH)

Potentially Eligible Historic Properties
within / adjacent to the APE:
• Confederate Memorial

N
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Satellite View of Project Area. 
APE outlined in YELLOW. 
Proposed project location in RED. 

Arlington National Cemetery

Identification of  Historic Properties 
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Area of Potential Effects (APE):

Where an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause 
effects.

The Confederate Memorial is visible from the following sites:
• Custis family gravesite (ANC)
• Section 13, white Civil War (enlisted) soldiers’ primary

burial ground (ANC)
• Grave markers and burial sections 1, 3, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17,

21, 22, 23, 24, 35, 37, and 46 (ANC)
• Boundary walls and gates (ANC)
• U.S.S. Maine Memorial (Mast of the Maine [ANC])
• Spanish-American War Memorial (ANC)
• Spanish-American War Nurses Memorial (ANC)
• Battle of the Bulge Memorial (ANC)
• Rough Riders Memorial (ANC)
• Selfridge Gate (ANC)
• McNair Rd. (Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall [JBM-HH])
• Fort Myer Memorial Chapel (JBM-HH)

N
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Satellite View of Project Area.
APE outlined in YELLOW.
Proposed project location in RED.

Arlington National Cemetery

Identification of  Historic Properties 
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Determination of  Eligibility

ANMC is consulting with the DHR and applying the National Register criteria to properties 
identified within the APE not previously evaluated for National Register eligibility.

ANMC completed a Phase II (Intensive-Level) survey report for preliminary evaluation of 
the memorial's individual eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).

Evaluation of Historic Significance:

ANMC believes that the ANC Confederate Memorial is potentially individually eligible 
to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criteria A and C.

1. The memorial meets Criterion A, for its association with events that have made a 
significant contribution to broad patterns of American history.

2. The memorial meets Criterion C, for its embodiment of distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period or method of construction, or that represent the work of a master 
(Moses Ezekiel) or possess high artistic values.

3. The memorial has integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling, and association.

For more information visit: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal
The public is invited to comment on whether the memorial is or is not individually eligible for listing on the NRHP.
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Section 106 Process: Current Status

ANMC received from the DHR:

– Concurrence on the APE

– Comments on the list of potential consulting parties

ANMC awaits the DHR’s response on the second Section 106 step:

– Identification of Historic Properties in the APE

– Identification of any other Historic Properties in the APE

– Evaluation of Historic Significance and Determination of National 
Register Eligibility for the Confederate Memorial

Next steps in the Section 106 Process:

Step 3: Assessment of Effects on Historic Properties

Step 4: Resolution of Potential Adverse Effects

21



Public Involvement

For more information please visit: https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal 
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Public Comments
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Scoping Period – What Is Being Sought

• Substantive comments are those that specifically describe potential 
new alternatives or suggest optional ways to meet the project 
needs.

• For the Scoping Period, all comments must be received by 
11:59 p.m. (EDT) on Sept. 2, 2023.

• Submit a written comment at 
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal

• Email comments to anc-commemorative-works@army.mil
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Public Scoping Comments

25



Questions to Support Scoping

NEPA Questions:
Congress and the Dept. of Defense require the Army to remove the bronze elements of the Confederate Memorial.
1) How should the Army remove the bronze elements of the memorial?
2) What should the Army do with the bronze elements of the memorial?
3) What environmental impacts could result from these actions? 
4) What should be done to reduce environmental impacts from these actions?

For more information on NEPA, please see “A Citizen's Guide to the National Environmental Policy Act; Having Your Voice 
Heard”: https://ceq.doe.gov/get-involved/citizens guide to nepa.html

NHPA Questions:
1) The Confederate Memorial contributes to ANC’s National Register Historic District and it may be individually eligible for listing on the 

National Register of Historic Places. Do you agree/disagree this assessment of individual eligibility? Why or why not?
2) Are there other properties in the area of potential effects potentially eligible for the National Register that the Army has not identified?
3) Will removal of the Confederate Memorial will cause an adverse effect to ANC’s Historic District or other historic properties?
4) What are ways the Army could avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential adverse effects to ANC’s Historic District or other potentially 

eligible historic properties?

For more information on the Section 106 Process, please see “Protecting Historic Properties: A Citizen's Guide to Section 106
Review”: https://www.achp.gov/citizens-guide-section-106-review
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Public Commenting Etiquette and Process

• Pre-registration to submit a verbal comment at this 
meeting was required.

• Each commenter will be announced before their 
comment time begins.

• Commenters will have 1 minute to provide their verbal 
comment. Commenters will receive a warning when 30 
seconds remain.

• At the end of the allotted time, the commenter’s 
microphone will be muted.

• Please keep your comments civil, respectful, and to the 
point.

• Any disruption or disturbance to this meeting may 
result in removal.

How to Mute/ Unmute Yourself
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Commenting by Phone

• If you did not join the Zoom webinar using the link 
provided, but called in directly by phone, press *9
to “Raise Your Hand” when the moderator calls 
your name.

• The moderator will then unmute your line so you 
can make your comment.

• You will be asked to state your first and last name 
for the public record before providing your 
comment.
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List of  Commenters

1 – Karen Bennett​
2 – Kirk D Lyons​
3 – Aaron Moore​
4 – Christopher Bedford​
5 – Philip Gamble​
6 – Wayde Alford​
7 – Major Webb​
8 – Robert Floyd​
9 – John Moran​
10 – H. Edward Phillips III​
11 – Lilian Uranga
12 – Bryce Wade​
13 – Pamela E Foster​
14 – Ted Ehmann​
15 – Freeman Jones​
16 – Joseph Judson Smith III

17 – Ben Jones​
18 – George Williamson​
19 – Dr. Buddy Witherspoon
20 – Jon Trent
21 – Steve Herring
22 – Terry Klima
23 – Julie Hardaway
24 – Leda Behseresht
25 – Susan McCrobie
26 – Lunelle Siegel
27 – Jennifer London
28 – John Zebelean
29 – Robin King
30 – Garrick Sapp
31 – Will Kitchen
32 – Brian Turner

33 – Mike Holmes
34 – Randy Crooke
35 – Stuart Schimler
36 – Joy Schank
37 – Volpe Boykin
38 – Thomas Arnold
39 – William Gravley
40 – Mitchell Newman
41 – Ernest Blevins
42 – Scott Powell
43 – Benjamin Holmes
44 – William Gantt
45 – Andrew Johnson
46 – Gene Kizer, Jr.
47 – Stan Latta
48 – Teresa Roane
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49 – Jinny Widowski
50 – James Whitehead
51 – Teri Siroki
52 – Hugh Brennan
53 – Harold Edgerton
54 – Gerald Lefurgy
55 – Brendan Cassell
56 – John Coffindaffer
57 – Mauricio Morales
58 – Ed Kennedy
59 – Robert Pettus
60 – Fred Gregory
61 – David West
62 – Bob Heiser



List of  Commenters
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63 – Tami Hurley
64 – David McCallister
65 – Michael Lucas
66 – John Buczacki
67 – Edward Manak
68 – Kevin Easterling
69 – Col. Ron Hartley
70 – Jerry Halstead
71 – Calvin Hart
72 – Russell Grayson, Esq.
73 – Gary Jennings
74 – Robert Chapman
75 – Curtiss Poteat
76 – Vonda Morton
77 – Donald Smith
78 – Charlene Sullins

79 – Pamela Gill
80 – Wendy Kirby
81 – William David Sweatt
82 – Lyttleton M Yates
83 – Kim Monson
84 – Eric Lambeth
85 – George Berry
86 – Robert Kulessa
87 – McKim Symington
88 – Ephraim Bikin-Kita
89 – William Foster
90 – Fr. David Blaine Jenkins
91 – Charles Young
92 – Leslie Alexander
93 – Al Couch
94 – James Benton

95 – J. David Bennett
96 – Ann McLean
97 – Michael Moore Van Ness
98 – Bert Jones
99 – Marvin Hullett
100 – Rochelle Murray
101 – William Block
102 – Shannon Kimbrell
103 – Jesse Wilson
104 – Vincent Balducci
105 – David Cooper
106 – Dore Mancini
107 – Judy Bowen
108 – Ron Moore
109 – Tharin Walker
110 – Robert Lee Hodge

111 – John Goddard
112 – Daniel Kelley
113 – Henry E. Phillips III
114 – David Faucette
115 – Michael Migliara
116 – William Mason
117 – Tom Longmire
118 – Helen Humber
119 – Teri Siroki
120 – Tom Crane
121 – Eric Wisnia
122 – Stefan Fagan-Kelly



Provide a Public Comment

• In the webinar controls, click 

• The moderator will then unmute you and you will be asked to state your full name 
for the record.

• If you are having issues with your computer microphone, please call in to the 
meeting at 415-449-4000, Webinar ID: 160 604 4256

• If you are unable to provide an oral comment today, we encourage you to submit 
a comment in writing at https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-
Memorial-Removal

• Comments may be sent via email to anc-commemorative-works@army.mil.
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Next Steps

• Public Scoping Comment Period ends 
Sept. 2 at 11:59 p.m. EST

• Development of Draft EIS

• Assessment of Effects for Section 106

• Public Review Period for Draft EIS in late 
September
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Thank You for Your Time!
For more information or to provide a written comment: 
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/Confederate-Memorial-Removal 

Questions about the project or process? 
Email: anc-commemorative-works@army.mil
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