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Memorial Amphitheater Accessibility Ramp
Arlington National Cemetery
Arlington, Virginia

PROJECT DESCRIPTION,
AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS, and
ASSESSMENT OF EFFECT
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LOCATION MAP PROJECT DESCRIPTION

We propose to install an accessible ramp on the exterior of the southwest quadrant
of the Memorial Amphitheater in Arlington National Cemetery (ANC). The ramp is
proposed for the anticipated increase in visitation for the centennial of the burial of
the Unknown Soldier on November 11, 2012.

The ramp is designed with precast concrete ramp sections and cast-in-place
landings supported by a structural steel framework and steel columns. The railings
consist of 2” stainless steel handrails mounted to stainless steel guardrails
constructed of vertical supports and stainless-steel cables. The ramp will be
freestanding and removable/ reversible without damage to any fabric of the
amphitheater. The existing stone balustrade between columns 48 and 49 will be
removed, salvaged, and stored at ANC for re-installation in the future.

Memorial Amphitheater contributes to the Arlington National Cemetery's National
Register historic district. The landscape adjacent to the proposed ramp location
east of Memorial Drive contributes to the historic district as well. The landscape is
characterized by a flat terrain of turf, stone walks, and mature deciduous tree.
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DETERMINATION OF EFFECTS

DETERMINATION OF EFFECTS

| assessed the effects of the proposed accessible ramp structure at the Memorial
Amphitheater and have determined the undertaking will have No Adverse Effect on
the characteristics which qualify ANC'’s historic district for inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places. | find the design avoids and/ or minimizes the
potential direct, indirect, and cumulative effects on both below- and above-ground
historic properties.

To preserve the architectural theme and historical considerations of the Memorial
Amphitheater complex and the views / vistas from the surrounding monuments
and grave sites, we propose erecting a modest, removable accessible ramp at the
southwest quadrant of the Amphitheater. The proposed ramp will provide access to
the Amphitheater for universal access for visitors to meet the American with
Disabilities Act guidelines. The design of the switchback ramp is minimalistic with
steel framing and cantilevered concrete decking supported by four steel posts. The
guardrails along the ramp edges consist of alternating stainless-steel plate and
tube supports with round stainless handrails and cables. The entrance into the
amphitheater from the ramp is located between columns 48 and 49 near the south
entrance steps. The existing stone balustrade between the columns will be
removed, labeled, salvaged, and stored for future re-installation. The ramp
structure is free standing with no physical connection to the historic stone. A
section of handrail will be fastened to new marble pavers at the entrance into the
amphitheater.
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The Memorial Amphitheater Accessible Ramp project will have no effect on
archaeological sites. The proposed ramp location is in an area with severe
ground disturbance.

Rebecca L. Stevens
Cultural Resources Manager
Arlington National Cemetery
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AREA OF POTENTIAL EFFECTS

_ \ ProposedRamp : : TR The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for the proposed Accessibility Ramp at the
= o = W e Memorial Amphitheater is shown on satellite image to the left. The area is the
¢ dnia v Area StPotenia Effects (ApE) e e £E boundary from which one can see the proposed ramp structure. The extent of the APE
Jlméut _):f D j | R is approximately a 300ft radius centered on the proposed ramp location. The northern
= 5 fic .o el R BT e extent of the APR radius is the intersection of Farragut Drive and Wilson and Memorial
1 Number +Diregtionof - ‘ N : : Avenues. The eastern extent is the lawn area immediately south of the Town of the
Photograph - : : Unknown Soldier.

NATIONAL REGISTER PROPERTIES IN THE APE

The historic properties in the APE’s which contribute to Arlington National Cemetery’s
National Register (NR) District are:

Memorial Amphitheater (DHR#000-0042-0030)

Challenger and Columbia Memorial (DHR#000-0042-0041 and 0042)

Iran Rescue Memorial (DHR#000-0042-0031)

USS Maine Memorial (DHR#000-0042-0047)

Third Infantry Division Monument (DHR#000-0042-0023)

Spanish American War Memorial (DHR#000-0042-0043)

Woodhull Memorial Flagstaff (DHR#000-0042-0030 included in survey description

of Memorial Amphitheater)

Canadian Cross of Sacrifice (DHR#000-0042-0026)

Headstones and Grave Markers (DHR #000-0042-0021)

Burial Sections 24, 46, 35 (No DHR#)

Memorial Drive (No DHR#)
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1 View of south entrance (facing northwest). 2 View of south entrance (facing north).
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3 View of south entrance (facing northeast). 4 View from walkway (facing northeast).
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5 View from walk at Memorial Drive (facing northeast). 6 View from Memorial Drive (facing northeast).
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{ View from walk at Memorial Drive (facing east). 8 View from Memorial Drive (facing southeast).
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9 view from Space Shuttle Columbia Memorial (facing southeast). 10 view from Memorial Drive (facing southeast). Deciduous trees obscure view of
ramp when in full leaf.
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11 view from south of USS Maine Memorial (facing east). 12 View from north of Spanish American War Memorial (facing northeast).
Deciduous trees obscure the view of ramp when in full leaf.
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Proposed Ramp Location o © :
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R Gesiitns PROPOSED RAMP DESIGN

Proposed Ramp Elevation
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View Facing Northeast
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Concrete Ramp Section Detail
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Concrete Ramp Landing Section
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Ramp Transition Detalil
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