
MINUTES 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (ACANC) 

ANNUAL MEETING 

June 8, 2017  

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY (ANC), ARLINGTON, VA 
 
DES IG N ATED FE DERAL O FFICER’S REM ARKS.  Ms. Renea Yates, Designated 
Federal Officer (DFO) for the Advisory Committee on Arlington National Cemetery 
opened the June 2017 Organizational Meeting noting that present in person were Major 
Shannon Way, ANC Strategic Planner and Mr. Timothy Keating, Alternate Designated 
Federal Officer.  Ms. Yates stated for the record that the Committee operates under 
authority of 5 U.S.C. Appendix 2, and 41 Code of Federal Regulation 102-3.50(d), and is 
an Advisory Committee subject to the Federal Advisory Committee Act.  She further 
stated that Arlington National Cemetery (ANC), on behalf of the Department of the 
Army, is the sponsor of the Committee established by the Secretary of Defense 
(SecDef) in compliance with 10 U.S.C.§ 4723 and the National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) of 2012.  ANC, a Direct Reporting Unit to the Headquarters, Department of 
the Army, is the agency that receives the benefit of the Committee’s advice and 
recommendations, as well as provides the DFO, who is nominated by the Executive 
Director and appointed by the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Army.  
Additionally, ANC provides administrative support to the Committee.   
 
She reminded the members that as stated in the Committee’s Charter, the Committee 
shall visit ANC at least once annually.  Within 60 days after this annual visit, the 
Committee shall submit a written report of its actions, views and recommendations to the 
SecArmy.  Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. § 4723, as codified with the NDAA of 2012, and not 
later than 90 days after receiving a report or recommendations from the Committee, the 
SecArmy shall submit the report of recommendations to the Congressional defense 
committees and the committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of 
Representatives and include such comments and recommendations of the SecArmy as 
he considers appropriate. Any report of a visit, other than the annual visit, shall be 
submitted to the SecArmy within 60 days after the Committee’s visit. 
 
Ms. Yates noted that the meeting was open to the public.  She stated that the public was 
not allowed to present questions from the floor or speak to any issue under discussion 
by the Committee without permission of the Chairperson.  She noted that any member 
of the public was eligible to file a written statement with the Committee in accordance 
with the published Federal Register notice as posted in the binder at the entrance of the 
meeting room.  Ms. Yates also noted that the proceedings were being video-recorded, 
and a summarized transcript of the meeting will be prepared. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 0930 
 
1. ROLL CALL:  .Ms. Yates noted a quorum for the record, with the following 
members in attendance: 
 
Secretary of the Army Nominees:  Mr. James Peake (Co-Chair), Mr. Gene Castignetti, 
Mr. Russell Davis, Mr. Ronald Fetherson, and Ms. Debra Fix. 
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Secretary of the American Battle Monuments Commission nominee:  Mr. Chet Edwards 
(Co-Chair) 
 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs nominee:  Mr. Thomas Kelley  
 
2. PRIOR MEETING MINUTES:  The DFO announced that the minutes from the 
24 January 2017 Committee meeting were available for review in the members’ 
binders. 
 
3. CHAIRMAN OPENING REMARKS:  Mr. James Peake, Co-Chair of the 
Advisory Committee welcomed all members noting a busy agenda. 
 
4. REPORTS AND UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  The DFO reported that the next 
presentation was prepared as a matter of unfinished business from the Committee 
meeting on 24 January 2017.  Reflected in the minutes of that meeting, a member of 
the Remember and Explore Subcommittee reported to the Committee that ongoing 
upgrades to the Memorial Amphitheater to support Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) accessibility are noteworthy.  An informal request for follow on information to 
update the Committee regarding status of ADA compliance was made.   
 
5. ADA COMPLIANCE UPDATE:  COL Peloquin, ANC Director of Engineering 
provided a comprehensive update. A study in 2013 identified major pedestrian 
corridors.  A follow-on ADA report in 2014 identified 39 engineering projects with 
recommendations for immediate, short-term and long-term implementation. 
Additionally, the report noted 14 projects for ANC to consider.  The cost to complete all 
report recommendations was estimated at $6.2M.  13 of those projects have been 
completed at an estimated cost of $5.6M.  Significant projects completed include 
wheelchair access to the ANC Welcome Center and parking garage, Mast of the USS 
Maine Memorial, and Spanish American War Memorial.  12 projects are programmed 
including Tram waiting areas, further Memorial Amphitheater upgrades, Welcome 
Center improvements, and President Kennedy gravesite upgrades.  14 projects 
identified in the report for ANC to consider (not mandatory to meet compliance 
requirements) are not being undertaken at this time. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS:  The DFO announced the day’s agenda would continue with 
following presentations. 
 
7. ORD-WEITZEL GATE PROJECT UPDATE:  COL Peloquin, ANC Director of 
Engineering provided an update to the project. He reminded the Committee that the 
columns flanking the gate were historical artifacts originally part of the War Department 
building. The original gate restoration plan was designed for use as a vehicle entry 
point to ANC.  However as planning progressed it became clear that the project should 
be redesigned to better reflect a historic entry experience for visitors. The original 
design spacing to permit vehicles did not provide proper foundation support and left 
the entry vulnerable to damage by vehicles.  The improved design reflects the original, 
historic spacing of the columns and is not cluttered with distractions such as a vehicle 
gate, a visitor screening area and a Tram stop.  The proposed refined concept 
provides an entrance to the Custis Walk and includes updated column base materials, 
a Guardhouse approved by the Commission of Fine Arts, improved paving material for 
the Custis Walk, and improved public accommodations of site benches, waste bins 
and drinking fountains. 
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8. ANC MOBILE IT UPDATE:  Ms. Gaspar, ANC OCIO updated the Committee on 
the latest technology developments in use at ANC.  New mobile tablets will 
significantly improve operational efficiency by allowing field access to ANC business 
systems. The tablets are ruggedized with Cellular and Wi-Fi features and access to 
EISS and ANC Mapper enabled with a Common Access Card (CAC).  The durability 
was demonstrated by purposely dropping a tablet to the floor with no resulting 
damages.  It was noted that the new system affords real-time work management and 
enhances Quality Assurance checks.  Updates to ANC Explorer were also presented 
including improved user interface, URL migration to secure transfer protocol (http to 
https), enhanced security which allows rapid updates, updated social media links and a 
“Report Lost Item” form.  Improvements continue to focus on enhancing visitor 
experience. 
 
9. ENTERPRISE INTERNMENT SERVICES SYSTEM UPDATE:  Mr. 
Kalavapudi, ANC OCIO followed with an overview of updates to the ANC 
Enterprise Interment Services System (EISS).   He informed the Committee that 
the EISS is a next-generation system for use by ANC which is an auditable system 
for all aspects ANC operations.  System features include limiting access using 
specific permissions for applicable tasks, automation of chain of custody tracking 
for funeral processes, improved eligibility determination process, and an expanded 
capability to capture all marker types for management reporting.  EISS will provide 
an overall enhancement to ANC Quality Assurance program.  He briefed that EISS 
will provide further responsiveness through those CAC enabled mobile devices 
mentioned in the earlier presentation.  He noted that migration to EISS is impacted 
by the amount of data transfer required.  Next steps include internal application 
support enhancements, upgrades to photo capabilities using the latest application, 
and functionality testing. The release date is targeted for February 2018. 
 
10. ANC CAPACITY REPORT TO CONGRESS:  MAJ Way, ANC Strategic 
Planner recapped highlights from his presentation given previously to the Honor 
Subcommittee.  He noted significant participation by senior leaders of the VSO and 
MSO communities which may be considered a very positive first step toward 
establishing a national dialogue concerning potential eligibility changes and 
expansion opportunities. In addition to engaging senior VSO/MSO leaders, ANC is 
invited to brief the Congressional report to the national convention of the VFW in 
July and the American Legion in August.  He further briefed that based on 
comments that have been made on the ANC website, a clear message from the 
public is taking shape in that ANC should be always open to those Killed in Action.   
 
Discussion / Comments.  Regarding capabilities offered at VA cemeteries as 
compared to the public awareness of ANC, a comment suggested that links on the 
ANC public website to the NCA or other VA cemetery websites may improve public 
perception.  A further comment suggested that a common theme seen by the 
Committee is that ANC should remain open for specified groups while always 
maintaining the iconic look and feel of ANC.  Additionally, ANC may be seen as 
specifically desirable because of military honors not available at any other location.  
Finally, a suggestion was made that Congress, always interested in fiscal matters, 
may value a cost per burial analysis between ANC and VA cemeteries if and when 
any legislative actions are proposed in support of keeping ANC open well into the 
future. 
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11. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS:   
  The Honor Subcommittee Chair reported that the principal purpose of their 
meeting was to engage with senior representatives from Veteran Service Organizations 
(VSO) and Military Service Organizations (MSO) to conduct an initial roundtable 
discussion of the recently released report to Congress (Public Law 114-158) which 
requires recommendations for those legislative and non-legislative actions necessary to 
keep ANC open “well into the future” by considering potential geographic expansion 
options and potential interment and inurnment eligibility changes.  He noted that the 
meeting was well attended, including Director-level participation by 15 VSO/MSO as 
well as several Professional Staff Members from the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee, House Veterans Affairs Committee, Senate Armed Services Committee, 
and House Armed Services Committee. The Chair reported a robust initial engagement 
noting that follow-on meetings, supported by a widespread and general public survey, 
will help inform the subcommittee of veteran and military service populations’ views 
regarding various potential courses of action to meet the requirement of the law to 
recommend necessary actions to keep ANC open “well into the future”. 
 
  The Remember and Explore Subcommittee Chair reported receiving, discussing, 
and carefully considering a proposal by the National Army Security Agency Association 
to erect a commemorative monument within ANC (Annex A).  Additionally, the 
subcommittee was briefed on the results of a study conducted by ANC staff members 
comprising a Monuments Working Group. This working group meets to study all 
proposals for commemorative monuments to be placed within ANC and makes 
recommendations for the Executive Director, ANC to consider.  The working group 
study found that the National Army Security Agency Association proposal did not meet 
the requirements of US Code and was otherwise inappropriate by purpose, size, 
inscription, and private funding for perpetual care.  The subcommittee members all 
agreed that the organization was deserving of commemoration.  However, given the 
nature and mission of ANC, previous disapprovals of placing commemorative 
monuments within ANC, and the impact of any future monument within ANC which may 
affect burial space for those eligible, the subcommittee ultimately voted to recommend 
disapproval of the proposal by a 5 to 2 vote. 
 
  The Remember and Explore Subcommittee Chair also reported that after the 
subcommittee voted to recommend disapproval to the Committee, a participant from the 
National Army Security Agency Association, with acknowledgement from the Chair to 
address the subcommittee, requested an opportunity to speak before the full committee.  
The Designated Federal Officer informed the individual that the request was not in 
accordance with the guidelines published in the Federal Register Notice, however, the 
full Committee meeting was open to the public.  DFO further informed the individual that 
the Chair of the Advisory Committee may or may not open the floor for any further 
discussion of the matter.  The individual then requested to send comments in writing, by 
email, for the Committee to consider.  The DFO informed him to send the email to the 
ADFO email address listed in the Federal Register Notice.  That document is attached 
at TAB A. 
  On another subject, the Chair of the Remember and Explore Subcommittee 
reminded the Committee that his appointment expires on July 31, 2017. He reported 
that Mr. Mark L. Farley, Command Sergeant Major (U.S. Army, Retired) is unanimously 
recommended by the subcommittee for appointment as the new Chairperson of the 
Remember and Explore Subcommittee. 
 







 
 
 
 

Annex A 
 

National Army Security Agency Association 
Commemorative Monument Proposal 




















































































































